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September 30, 1904 2000 

Transandine railway nearing completion. 

As a matter of some bearing from a sanitary point of view, I have 
the honor to report that the railway connecting Buenos Ayres and 
Valparaiso, Chile, will be, in all probability, completed and open for 
traffic by the early part of December next. This will shorten the 
time of this journey to forty hours and will do away with the crossing 
of the Andes by mule — a hazardous undertaking at certain seasons of 
the year. This will also place the east and west coasts of this country 
in much closer communication, and thereby increase the chances of 
contamination between the two regions. 

Sanitary report of Rio de Janeiro, week ended August £1, 1904-. 

There were, in all, during this week, 413 deaths, of which none were 
caused by yellow fever, but there was 1 case of this disease. Four 
deaths were caused by bubonic plague, with a total of 7 new cases 
reported during the week. Two of these deaths occurred in the hos- 
pital at Jurajuba, 1 in Candelaria district, and the other in San Jose 
district of this city. At the close of the week there were 16 cases of 
this disease in the plague hospital. 

Smallpox caused 135 deaths with a total of 328 new cases reported 
during the week. This is the largest number of cases of variola 
reported during any one week, for some years past. There are 349 
cases of variola in the Hospital Sao Sebastiao at this date, and the hos- 

Eital is ver}^ badly overtaxed for accommodations. In this regard I 
ave to state that the director of ■ public health of the Republic in a 
conference held between himself and the President of the Republic 
and the secretary of the interior, stated that with the accommodations 
offered by the smallpox hospital, and with the appliances in band for 
the removal of cases from their dwellings to the hospital, and the num- 
ber of men at his disposal for the work, he estimated that should there 
be much of a daily increase in the number of cases, his department 
would be unable to handle the work satisfactorily. However, since 
this conference there has been no material increase in the epidemic. 
As I have said before, the disease is confined chiefly to the outlying 
districts of the city, although of course, cases have occurred, and are 
daily occurring in all sections of the city. There is such repugnance 
to the idea of vaccination amongst almost all classes of the population, 
that in spite of all recommendations, and the aid of the newspapers, 
and every facility for free vaccination at the central vaccination office, 
and at various stations for this purpose established throughout the 
city and in the suburbs, yet the number of persons availing themselves 
of this preventive is relatively very small. 

There were no deaths from enteric fever, choleraic diseases of chil- 
dren, dysentery, or leprosy. Measles caused 1 death; scarlet fever, 2; 
whooping cough, 2; diphtheria, 5; grippe, 11; beriberi, 1; malarial 
fevers, 10, and tuberculosis, 45. The deaths were divided as follows: 
Males, 240; females, 173; natives, 333; foreigners, 73, and nationality 
unknown, 7. 

By ages as follows: Up to 1 vear of age, 64; from that age to 5 
years, 55; 5 to 10, 25; 10 to 20^ 34; 20 to 30, 70; 30 to 40, 49; 40 to 
50, 46; 50 to 60, 24; more than 60 years of age, 44, and age unknown, 
2. The deaths occurred as regards localities as follows: In homes, 



